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be appropriate, investigate and, in con-
nection therewith, enter and inspect 
such places (including housing and ve-
hicles) and such records (and make 
transcriptions thereof), question such 
persons and gather such information as 
he deems necessary to determine com-
pliance with the Act, or these regula-
tions. 

(b) The Secretary may issue subpenas 
requiring the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses or the production of 
any evidence in connection with such 
investigations. The Secretary may ad-
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and 
receive evidence. For the purpose of 
any hearing or investigation provided 
for in the Act, the Authority contained 
in sections 9 and 10 of the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 49, 
50), relating to the attendance of wit-
nesses and the production of books, pa-
pers, and documents, shall be available 
to the Secretary. The Secretary shall 
conduct investigations in a manner 
which protects the confidentiality of 
any complainant or other party who 
provides information to the Secretary 
in good faith. 

(c) Any person may report a violation 
of the Act or these regulations to the 
Secretary by advising any local office 
of the Employment Service of the var-
ious States, or any office of the Wage 
and Hour Division, Employment Stand-
ards Administration, U.S. Department 
of Labor, or any other authorized rep-
resentative of the Administrator. The 
office or person receiving such a report 
shall refer it to the appropriate office 
of the Wage and Hour Division, Em-
ployment Standards Administration 
for the region or area in which the re-
ported violation is alleged to have oc-
curred. 

(d) In case of disobedience to a sub-
pena, the Secretary may invoke the aid 
of a United States District Court which 
is authorized to issue an order requir-
ing the person to obey such subpena. 

§ 500.8 Prohibition on interference 
with Department of Labor officials. 

It is a violation of section 512(c) of 
the Act for any person to unlawfully 
resist, oppose, impede, intimidate, or 
interfere with any official of the De-
partment of Labor assigned to perform 
an investigation, inspection, or law en-

forcement function pursuant to the Act 
during the performance of such 

duties. (Other Federal statutes which 
prohibit persons from interfering with 
a Federal officer in the course of offi-
cial duties are found at 18 U.S.C. 111 
and 18 U.S.C. 1114.) 

§ 500.9 Discrimination prohibited. 

(a) It is a violation of the Act for any 
person to intimidate, threaten, re-
strain, coerce, blacklist, discharge, or 
in any manner discriminate against 
any migrant or seasonal agricultural 
worker because such worker has, with 
just cause: 

(1) Filed a complaint with reference 
to the Act with the Secretary of Labor; 
or 

(2) Instituted or caused to be insti-
tuted any proceeding under or related 
to the Act; or 

(3) Testified or is about to testify in 
any proceeding under or related to the 
Act; or 

(4) Exercised or asserted on behalf of 
himself or others any right or protec-
tion afforded by the Act. 

(b) A migrant or seasonal agricul-
tural worker who believes, with just 
cause, that he has been discriminated 
against by any person in violation of 
this section may, no later than 180 days 
after such violation occurs, file a com-
plaint with the Secretary alleging such 
discrimination. 

§ 500.10 Waiver of rights prohibited. 

Any agreement by an employee pur-
porting to waive or modify any rights 
inuring to said person under the Act or 
these regulations shall be void as con-
trary to public policy, except that a 
waiver or modification of rights or ob-
ligations hereunder in favor of the Sec-
retary shall be valid for purposes of en-
forcement of the provisions of the Act 
or these regulations. This does not pre-
vent agreements to settle private liti-
gation. 

§ 500.20 Definitions. 

For purposes of this part: 
(a) Administrator means the Adminis-

trator of the Wage and Hour Division, 
Employment Standards Administra-
tion, United States Department of 
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